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HIGHLIGHTS 

This study, which is presented for the first time in the history of Arab thought 
deals with the Arab book production and publishing trends in the United Arab 
Republic. Of course, there were some figures pertaining to one or more ‘:spects of the 
subject, but they were not as conclusive as the present study may pretend In this 
particular sense, «LIBRARY WORLD» does not pretend perfection’ in its results 
due to the fact that we are working in a virgin field of study, the problems of which 
were in@icated in the last issue of «LIBRARY WORLD.» At any rate, we have the 


honour to present this study hoping that it will be useful in a way or other. 

Our thanks are due to all who helped in making the study available Special 
thanks to Mr. Abdel Latif Al-Baghdady, Vice-President, U.AR. and to Dr, Abdel 
Fattah Ismail, ex Secretary General, Council of Science and U.SS,, Ministry of 


Higher Education, for their encore gement. 


HABIB SALAMA 


STATISTICS OF BOOK PRODUCTION IN THE U.A.R. 


In the first bibliographical list of Arob 
book production in 1960, which was pu- 
blished as @ special issue of «Library 
World», Vol. 3, No. 4. July/Aug 1961, under 
the title : «<The Arab Book Annual», 1263 
titles were listed. The statistical unit was 
the new title or the new edition. 


Titles were classified according to Dewey 
Decimal Classification. 


At the onset of this present study, book 
production figures of five Areb States 
(Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Morocco & Tunisia) 
are given (after latest UNESCO figures 


for 1953/54). From these figures the fol- 
lowing deductions were made — 

(a) The annual total average of book 
production of the five countries is estimated 
by 1472 titles. 


(b) The UAR concernes itself more in 
publishing books on social sciences, lite- 
rature and history, than in other fields. 


(c) IRAQ : in General Works, literature 
and history. 


(d) Lebanon : in history and literature 
(e) Morocco : in history and _ social 
sciences. 


(f) Tunisia : in General Works. 


These conclusions cannot he regarded as 
established criteria for judging’ the 
permanent trends of thought in these 
countries throughout the following years 
after 1953/54, due to the fact that certain 
political, economic and social factors some- 
times intervene in directing the publishing 
trends. 

But, still, there is something definite to 
be said; i.e. primarily that all Arab 
countries are commonly concerned in 
publishing more in the fields of : Literat- 


ure, history and social sciences; and, se- 
condly, that they are seriously lacking in 
the fields of scientific, technological and 
art publications. 


With regard to the UAR annual _pro- 
duction, it increased from 697 books in 
1954 (UNESCO figure %) to 1263 in 1960. 
This reveals the fact that the increase in 
six years ws 570 titles; ie. the average 
of 95 books every year, whereas it was 
only 43 titles in one year (between 1953 
& 1954). This shows that book production 
in the UAR is multiplying from one year 
to the other. 


BARKER, R.E. : Books for all. 
Paris, UNESCO, 1956. p. 18—21 
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PUBLISHING TRENDS IN THE U.A.R. 


The following table shows the 
to the whole output : 


number of titles in each class and its percentage 


CLASS 


0 General works 27 0.55 
1 Philosophy & psychology ... ... ... 84 6.65 
5 Pure sciences 55 4.35 
7 Art & Recreation... .. 19 1.50 
9 History, Geography & Biography 134 10.61 


1263 


Totai 


From this table the following observations were noted : 
(a) About one half of the production comes in the classes from (Q—7), while 
the other half is in classes (8 & 9). 


The production in the Social sciences class 
quarter of the whole production. 


(b) 


constitutes more than a 


(c) In literature (including juveniles), the following figures were calculated 
110 fiction (original & translations), 
165 juveniles 

195 poetry, drama and literszy studies. 


In social sciences, the follow‘ng figures were claculated : 
159 politics 50 law 

45 economics 17 educatien 
15 social service 36 other sub-divisions 


(e) In history, geography and biography, the following figures were calculated : 
85 history (most in Arab, M.E. & African studies) 
42 biographies (most of old end contemporary Arab personages) 

7 geography & travel 


SOURCES OF PRODUCTION AND THEIR PUBLISHING TRENDS 


More than 60 publishers and publishing »gencies contributed in 
whole amount of books published in the year of study (1960). 


producing the 


A list is given in the Arabic department of this feature, including the names of 
the first 26 publishers who produced about 90% of the total amount. Opposite to each 
name, its production is also’ classified sccording to DC. These publishers are also 
divided into certain categories after their numerical output of titles, as follows : 


ov 


1. 
No. of % 
titles 
| 
d 
] 
4 4 


I. Publishers who produced more 


National Print., Pub. & Dist. House 
Al-Masref Print. & Pub. House, Cairo... ... 
The Anglo Egyptian Bookshop 

Modern Publications Estab. 

The Renaissance Bookshop 

Der al-Fikr al-Arabi 


Total 748 


Il. Publishers who produced from 20/49 titles : 


Al-Maafef Est., 33 
Al-Nahda al-Arabiya 30 
Nahdat Misr, Faggalan 27 


Total 245 


III. Publishers who produced from 10/19 titles 


Khalas al-Nufus (Christian  relig. Comt.) ... 13 
Christian Publishing Committee... ... ... 12 
‘Alam al-Kutub ... ... ... 12 
10 


Total 162 
Seeking to find out the speciality of every publisher, if there were any special- 


ity, we analysed the production of the first category. The following figures and 
deductions were noted : 


ANALYTICAL TABLE 


Publishers 0 1 2 


Nat. Pr. Pub. House 
Al-Maaref, Cairo 
Ang. Eg. Bkshop. 
Modern Publins. 
Renaissance Bks. 
Dar al-Fikr 


than 50 titles 
re No. of % 
titles 
11.5 
10.0 
6.7 
) 81 6.4 
5.8 
59.7 
3.9 
2.6 
2.3 
22 
22 
L7 
17 
10.3 
: 
14 
a 1.4 
12 
11 
1.0 
1.0 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9 
0.9 
07 
1 #31289 oO 38 0 0 % lt O 
112 5 9 1 2 83 2 8 17 87 
0 4 2 8 1 22 14 #2 17 «#16 «12 
o 2 12 07 12 «62 «7 


These figures reveal a possibility 
the different fields of knowledge, but still they need more analysis into subdivisions : 


(a) The National Printing, Publish’ng & Distribution House : 


of specialization among some publishers 


mm 


Political books 111 titles 
Economics 17 
Lit. & fiction 90 » 


Speciality 


Politics and Nationalism. 


(b) Al-Maaref Printing & Publishing House : 


Literature 
Speciality Literature, 


(c) The Anglo-Egyptian Bookshop 


Social sciences 
Pure science 
Technology 


history 


Speciality : Science, pure and applied. 


35 titles 
& biography 


34 titles 


(d) The Egyptian Renaissance Bookshop 


Psychology & philosophy 


Speciality Psychology 


28 titles 


(e) Dar al-Fikr al-Arabi Printing, Publishing & Distr bution. 


Social sciences 
History 
Speciality 


18 titles 


» 


Social sciences, especially law. 


THE SPONSORING NON-PROFIT PUBLISHING AGENCIES 


There are three non-profit agencies help- 
ing the publishers in the UAR to produce 
some titles annually; two of them are 
government agencies (the Ministry of 
Education end the Ministry of Culture and 
National Guidance), whiie the’ third is 
a non-government agency (Franklin Inc.) 

(1) In 1960, Ministry of Education helped 
11 publishers in producing 63 books in the 
series of (the One thousand Book Project). 
The following figures explain the nature 
of these titles : — 


Class No. of 

titles 
Religions eer 0 
Langurges = 0 
Arts and recreation 3 
Literature... ... 
H'story & 18 


In its help, the Ministry of Education 
pays to the authors or translators, and 
purchases from the publisher 3000 copies 
of each title; a quantity which covers the 
publishing expenses. The publisher is al- 
lowed to put on sale at a certain fixed 
price any extra amount he may print, not 
less than 1000 copy. 

(2) The Ministry of Culture and Na- 
tional Guidance helps in publishing two 
other series of publications : — 

(a) The Cultural Library Series which 
appeers fortnightly and is sold at a very 
popular price (P.T. 2 = about 5 cents for 
each copy of 140 pages, 17 X 12 cm.) issued 
21 titles in 1960 divided as follows 


General Works 
Religions... ... 
Socil sciences 

Pure sciences 
Technology 

Art 
Lateveture 
History and 
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(b) «Our Heritage Series» appears ca- 
sually including verification of the best 
clessical Arab manuscripts. Revision and 
verification are made by eminent scholars 
in their different fields of knowledge. 
These editions are also sold at popular 
prices. 


(3) Franklin Printing & Publishing 
Corp. helped five UAR publishers in issuing 
49 titles, all translated or sometimes adapt- 
ed from the best American titles. Its con- 
tribution in 1960 was as follows : — 


Philosophy & 24 
Social] sciences 3 
Technology 
History & 3 
Juveniles 1 


‘ 


Total 49 


Its contribution is remarkable in the 
fields of psychology, education and pure 
sciences. 


ORIGINAL ARABIC WORKS AND TRANSLATIONS 
IN BOOK PRODUCTION 


The following table shows proportions of Arabic writings to Translations, in the 


different fieids of knowledge 


ARABIC TRANS 
SUBJECT CLASSES WRITINGS LATIONS 
- 
General Works 5 2 
Philosophy & psychology 24 21 
Religions : 
Islam 59 2 
Christianity 24 21 
Social sciences 130 27 
Langue ges 7 0 
Pure sciences 31 19 
Technology 52 9 
Art 14 4 
Literature 308 62 
History & Geography 97 20 
Netional Print. & Pub. series «. 160 70 
Culturel Library series 21 0 
Total 981 287 


This shows that translations from foreign lengueges into Arabic are estimated 


by about one fourth of the whole output. 
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GENERAL STRUCTURE OF BOOK PUBLISHING TRADE IN U.A.R. 


For studying the existing conditions of 
the UAR Book Trade, an introductory note 
about the ideal structure of a book business 
was made. In the light of this comparison, 
the following conclusions arrived 
at : — 


(1) Most firms are completely supervized 
by their owners. They do all professional, 
technical, administrative work. The com- 
mercial side of the business is taking most 
of their time and effort. They are perform- 
ing the following tesks : selection of ma- 
nuscripts, editing, publishing and distribut- 
ion in their own bookshops. Very few of 
them are only publishers. Even the very 
few firms for distribution have _ started 
recently publishing business. 


(2) There is no coordination in publish- 
ing programs among different publishers. 
The Arab Publishers Union has not yet 
sterted its business awaiting formal  ap- 
proval of the government authorities. 


(3) There is no clear-cut specialization 
among publishers. They nearly publish in 
any field w'th some faint attitude towards 
a specific subject. Overlapping and 
duplication in many _ subjects are quite 
clesr, where there is lack in some others. 


(4) Most of the UAR publishers issue 
annual catalogs of their books in print, 
but, unfortunately, most of these catalogs 
are lacking the fundamental arrangement 
and bibliographical information necessary 
as a working tool. Sometimes they are 
short of author and subject indexes, short 
of the publishing date; short of annotat- 
ions. The classiification of the titles may 
be wrong and misleading. Very few pub- 
lishings firms are doing good business in 
this concern. 


(5) Very rarely the publishers, in com- 
mon, display their production. Only they 
show it in the glass fronts of their book- 
shops. Some participate in book exhibitions 
which are managed, in certain opportunit- 
ies, by cultural authorities. 


(6) Since its inception in Nov. 1958, 
«Library World», being the first ¢@ profes- 
sional periodical in the field, has perform- 
ed a fundamental role in reviewing books 
and in persuading publishers to cooperate 
for announcing their production regulerly. 
The bibliographical lists which are pub- 
lished periodically in every issue are used 
as a current bibliography for the Arab 
book production, besides their perusal as a 
selecting tool for librarians. 


ECONOMICS OF U.A.R. PUBLISH ING TRADE 


The economics of the publishing trade in 
the U.A.R. greatly differ from that in the 
west. In Arab countries the maximum 
emount of copies printed of any title is 
5000 copies; sometimes more, but most 
times about 3000 copies. Rarely the amount 
reaches 10,000 copies by re-issues. 


Most publishers agree that the royalty 
in the UA.R. is larger than that paid to 
the author in the west. Arab authors are 
peid a proportion of between 15 and 25%; 
20% on the average from the net sales. 


They also give the following figures : 


Reduction on wholesales... ... ... ... 30% 

Publishing expenses... ... ... ... ... ... 38% 

Overheads, publicity & 
administration expenses 


But, still, the authors complain due to 
the fact that their net income from a work 
does not compensate their efforts because 
of the small amount of copies printed and 
distributed from their works. 


To this particular problem, the UAR 
government authorities are giving spec- 
ial care and attention to find out the 
solution by possible means’ such 
widening the scope of distribution, com- 
pensstions, subscriptions, grants, _ legislat- 
ions etc. 


The Cultural Department of the Arad 
League is also considering the different 
problems of the Arabic book; a special con- 
ference was held recently in Lebanon for 
this purpose. 
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EXPORTATION OF THE ARABIC BOOK 
(Source : UAR, Statistical & Census Dept., 
Monthly Summary of Foreign Trade, 1959. 
p. 168) 


Comntry Value Amount 


LE. Kgm. 
Saudi Arabia 139,816 266,187 
107,233 325,581 
76,394 156,048 
Lebanon 70,103 248,164 
67,241 223,520 
Other Asian 66,409 113.549 
Palestine (Ghazza).... 14,348 37,539 
Ethiopia 5,177 16,120 
Other countries... ... ... 14.834 52,992 


Total 658,307 1,869,158 


THE ARAB LEAGUE FIRST SEMI- 

NAR ON THE PROBLEMS OF THE 

ARABIC BOOK, held in Beirut, 4 - 8 
September 1961. 


This seminar was attended by official 
delegates from Arab States and re- 
presentatives of the publishers in the 
region (by invitation from the Cultural 
Department of the Arab Lesgue). 


The Lebanese Minister of National Edu- 
cation opened the first session. 


The theme of the seminar was : «The 
Arxubic book and the problems thet hinder 
its world-wide circulation». 


(The Arabic version of this article in- 


cludes the names of attendants, members 
of the sub-committees and the resolutions. 
Those who are more interested in the sub- 
ject may ask for an English text). 
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NON - ARABIC TEXT BOOKS 


Abdalla, A. G. & Ghaly, MLM- 

English phonetics; a manual for Arab 
teachers students of English, (by) 
Albert G. Abdalla (and) Muhammad M. 
Ghaly. Cairo, Anglo-Egyptian bkshop., 19€1, 
103 p., P.T. 40. 


Abdel Razik, Gamal el - Din 

Commercial letter writing, pt 1 & 2. 
Cairo, Dar al-Nahda al-Arabia, 1961, 63 “& 
80 pp. 


Al-’Aqqad, Abbas Mahmoud 

The poetical language; its qualities of 
art and expression; (translated by) Louis 
Morcos. Cairo, Anglo-Egyptian Bkshop, 
1961, 72 p. 


Ambar, Mohamed 

Le Francais au commerce, lére année. 
Cairo, Dar al-Nahda el-Arabeya, 1961, 159 
p in French, 30 in Arabic. 


Azmy, Ikhlas 

A doll’s house and two sequels (by) 
Ikhlas Azmy. Cairo, Anglo-Egyptian book- 
shop, 1961, 89 p. 


Fawzi, Fahmy 

An anthology of modern poetry (chosen 
by) Fahmy Fawzi. Cairo, Anglo-Egyptian 
bkshop, 1961, 182 p. 


Khaki, Munir & Fahmy (ed.) 

Shakespeare’s MAKBETH, with intro- 
duction, complete paraphrase, glossary, 
characterisation and analytical notes (edit- 
ed by) Ahmad Khaki, Mustafa K. Munir 
and Greiss A. Fahmy. Cairo, Anglo-Egypt- 
ian bkshop., 1961, 34 3 p. 


LABIB, Abdel Moneim 

Optics and errors of Refraction, (by) 
Abdel Moneim Labib, F.R.C.\S. Cairo, the 
Anglo-Egyptian Bookshop, 1961. 246 p., 
illus. 

Morcos, Louis (tr.) 

Modern Egyptian short stories (trans- 
lated by) Louis Morcos. Cairo, Anglo-Egypt- 
ian bkshop, 1961, 100 p., illus. 

Salamouni, M. M. 

Latin, grammar exercises 
pendices». Cairo, Dar el-Nahda el Arabeya, 
1961/52 p. 

Sukkary, Shawki 

Symbolism in English drama. Cairo, 

Dar al-Nahda al-Arabia, 1961/78 p., P.T. 15. 
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